TOWN  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1BOARD OF THE TOWN OF KEENE, NEW YORK 

RESOLUTION FOR STRONG AND SUSTAINED GOVERNMENT

Civil Liberties and Separation of Powers

 ADVANCE \d 5Whereas it is the uniform practice of the U.S. House of Representatives to receive petitions or resolutions from primary assemblies of the people, and

Whereas, growing feelings among citizens of powerlessness to effect change at the national level has led them to turn to locally elected governments to express their grave concerns that the Executive Branch, with the support of a complicit Congress, has undermined the Constitutional concept of checks and balances and the rule of law and trampled upon some of our most cherished liberties; and

Whereas, the Bush Administration: 

Claims authority that permits the President to interpret laws passed by Congress as he sees fit, through the use of hundreds of signing statements; and

Limits the oversight function of Congress, and 

Affirms the power of the federal government to incarcerate individuals it unilaterally labels “enemy combatants” without charges, the right to counsel, or the right to a hearing, thus nullifying the right of Habeas Corpus and the Due Process clause of the U.S. Constitution; and

Claims extraordinary powers, under the banner of fighting an open-ended war on terrorism, without limit as to time, so as to authorize the National Security Administration to monitor, without any judicial oversight, any and all telephone, and e-mail traffic of American citizens, thus unilaterally violating a federal statute and nullifying the Constitution’s Fourth Amendment’s protection against unreasonable search and seizure; and

Increasingly restricts access to formerly public information and classifies many other documents unrelated to national security, thus undermining open and accountable government.

Undermines the political independence of federal regulatory agencies, and 

Whereas, these and other actions have placed the Constitutional cornerstones of our democracy in jeopardy, and which, if not challenged, create a precedent for Presidencies and Congresses in the future; and

Whereas, we need a strong and credible government with the faith and consent of the American people,

therefore,

Be it resolved by the Town Board of the Town of Keene, New York, that the United States House of Representatives be asked to sponsor and support bipartisan investigations into the long term implications for constitutional democracy of these and any other violations of the United States Constitution.

TOWN  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1BOARD OF THE TOWN OF KEENE, NEW YORK 

RESOLUTION FOR STRONG AND SUSTAINED GOVERNMENT

War and Terrorism

 ADVANCE \d 5
Whereas it is the uniform practice of the U.S. House of Representatives to receive petitions or resolutions from primary assemblies of the people, and

  Whereas, growing feelings among citizens of powerlessness to effect change at the national level has led them to turn to locally elected governments to express their grave concerns that the Executive Branch, with the support of a complicit Congress, has undermined the Constitutional concept of checks and balances and the rule of law and trampled upon some of our most cherished liberties; and

Whereas, there is now substantial concern the President of the United States and his Administration misled Congress and the American people regarding the decision to go to war with Iraq by misstating and manipulating intelligence information regarding the justification for such war, and

Whereas the President countenanced torture and cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment of detainees unilaterally labeled enemy combatants in Iraq, Guantanamo and secret prisons abroad; and

Whereas, these and other actions have placed the Constitutional cornerstones of our democracy in jeopardy and which, if not challenged, create a precedent for Presidencies and Congresses in the future; and 

Whereas, we need a strong and credible government with the faith and consent of the American people,

therefore,

Be it resolved by the Town Board of the Town of Keene, New York, that The House of Representatives of the United States be asked to sponsor and support bipartisan investigations into the long term implications for constitutional democracy of these and any other violations of the United States Constitution.


              

PETITION

I, the undersigned, support the attached resolutions on “War and Terrorism” and “Civil Liberties and Separation of Powers” and request that the Town Board of the Town of Keene, New York ask the U.S. House of Representatives to sponsor and support bipartisan investigations into the long term implications for constitutional democracy of these and any other violations of the United States Constitution.
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