September 4, 2006

Citizens of the Town of Keene

Hamlets of Keene, Keene Valley and St. Hubert’s

Dear Fellow Citizens,

 

As citizens of the United States we are gravely concerned with the direction President Bush and the current administration is leading this country. Local governments across the nation are passing resolutions to help raise awareness of the questionable constitutional powers now being claimed by the Executive Branch.  We are asking your support in petitioning our local Town Board to accept the attached resolutions calling on the House of Representatives to initiate bipartisan investigations into the long-term implications for constitutional democracy.

 

The issues presented in these resolutions are not about Democrats vs. Republicans or liberals vs. conservatives. In the end, it is not just about George W. Bush. It is about his successors; will they be permitted to wield these questionable constitutional powers? A voter might trust George Bush to conduct illegal wiretaps by the hundreds and arrest anyone at all without judicial oversight, for example, and to do so wisely - but does that same voter trust all future presidents to exercise the same restraint?  These are dictatorial powers, and history shows that leaders who are offered dictatorial powers don't say "No, thank you."

 

More and more, conservative thinkers, in addition to liberal and moderate colleagues, are sounding the alarm about the current administration's threat to the traditional separation of powers as specified in our Constitution.  For example, Sandra Day O'Connor, lifelong Republican and Reagan appointee to the Supreme Court, warned just weeks after her retirement that the United States has now taken the first steps down the road to "dictatorship" (her word).

 


We live under the rule of law, and the most influential concept in our legal system is that of precedent. The longer a legal precedent stands unchallenged, the stronger it becomes. All Americans need to put partisanship aside and think not of the short-term political situation but of the long-term damage to our constitution. 

 

If we don't challenge this usurpation of power before it becomes established as precedent, it may be too late to challenge it later. Congress, the media and the courts are only now beginning to challenge it. We want to encourage our federally elected officials to challenge it. 

 

We encourage you to review materials provided with this letter and support the resolutions by adding your name and address to the Petition. 

 

The Petition and the Resolutions requesting the Town Board to ask the House of Representatives to sponsor and support bipartisan investigations into these matters will be presented to the Town Board at the Tuesday, October 10th meeting.  We also encourage you to attend a public forum on the resolutions:

7PM Tuesday, October 3, 2006 at Keene Central School.

If you would like to discuss these issues or want access to the Petition and supporting materials, please contact any of the Ad-hoc Committee members through Keeneconcerned @yahoo.com or at PO Box 777, Keene Valley, NY 12943.

Sincerely, 

Ad-hoc Committee of Concerned Citizens

 

 

Lorraine Duvall



Baird Edmonds



Barbara Kaufman



Martha Lee Owen
 

Adrienne Ratigan    



Monique Weston

Attachment: Supporters as of August 23, 2006

Supporters of the Keene Resolutions 

for a Strong and Sustained Government

as of August 23, 2006

Ad-hoc Committee of Concerned Citizens: Lorraine Duvall, Chair. Baird Edmonds, Barbara Kaufman, Martha Lee Owen, Adrienne Ratigan, Monique Weston.

Allen, Martha

Anderson, David

Anderson, Pat 

Andrews, Leah

Andrews, Robert

Banks, Russell

Berestrand, Margaret

Borgardus, Linda

Boutte, Christal

Bradbury, Brad

Bradbury, Monica 

Brown, Katherine

Buchanan, Phyllis

Buchanan, Mike

Caner, Harrison

Caner, Judy

Childs, Anne R.

Coe, Linda

Cole, Frances T.

Daniels, Laurie

Deyo, Kristy

Doolittle, Susan

Dudley, Milton

Earley, Ned 

Earley, Susan

Edmonds, Elaine

Eisenger, Melissa

Evans, Bill

Evans, Chris

Farrell, Gregg

Fish, Carolyn

Fish, Peter

Sam Fiske

Gaffney, Richard

Gaffney, Susan

Gallagher, Dennis
Gallagher, Martha

Glass, Howard

Glass, Karen

Gregg, Louise L.

Gunderson, Joanna

Hale, Barbara 

Herman, Jim

Holbrook, Julie Baird

Holbrook, Michael

Jaques, Emily

Jeffers, Marion

Jones , Nicky Frechette

Jones, Logan

Kelley, Mary F.

Kernan, Kathy

Kirmer, Patrick

Kuhfahl, Ruth 

Lucas, Ellena

Lucas, Tony

Luderowski, Muriel 

Luderowski, Nils

Marsh, Earl

Marsh, Kaye

Mason, David

Matthews, Lelia

Matthews, Paul

McClelland, Barbara 

McClelland, Scott

Mosey, George

Owen, Frank

Owen, Kate 

Palen, Teresa Cheetham

Peabody, Mary Beth 

Peabody, Mike 

Pell, Anitra

Pillar, Mitzi     
Prince, Sarah 

Reed, Jane

Reed, Peter

Rubin, Enid

Rubin, Isaiah

Sayers, Anita K.

Schaefer, Mary M.

Schroeder, Kristine

Sennett, Nancy

Sheasby, Wendy

Sheldon, Daniel

Shopmaker, Laurence 

Smith, Katherine

Smith, Thomas

Soderholm, Rebecca

Speert, Harold

Speert, Kathy

Stechshulte, Ben

Stolz, Karen

Stolz, R.L.

Stroebeck, Judith

Thomas-Train, Betsey

Train, David 

Trank, Karen

Tryon, Paul

Tupper, Linda

Tupper, Robert Cheston

Twichell, Chase

Webb, Bernard

Webb, Ethel

Weston, Burns

Weston, Marta Culberg

Wilson, Peg A.

Worth, Blaikie 
Worth, Robert R.

Zempel, Jerilea

